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Winona State celebrates Chinese Moon Festival
KELLEN BRANDT
features reporter
kbrandt16@winona.edu

W

inona State University
celebrated the Chinese
Moon Festival on Sunday, Sept.
29 from 4-9 p.m. in East Hall,
where the Chinese Student
Society orchestrated a three-part

celebration, which included games,
dinner and a DJ-led dance party.
The moon festival, also known
as the mid-autumn fest, signified a
time to celebrate people’s harvests
and a reunion of family.
The moon festival always falls
around the 15th day in the lunar
calendar’s eight month.

Ge Wang, president of the
Chinese Student Society, explained
what went into the preparation
and execution of this festival.
To her, the festival stuck out as a
good chance for representation of
Chinese culture.
“This festival is cool because
people are curious about us. They

want to know more about us,
our culture and we’re ready to
welcome them,” Wang said.
Events like the Chinese Moon
Festival bring examples of
diversity to Winona State annually.
Continued on page 5, Festival.

Campus construction through the years

The evolution of Winona State during the last 100 years

Winona State University was the first “normal school” opened west of the Mississippi and only 20 students were enrolled in the school’s only
program, a 2-year teaching program. College Hall, now known as Somsen, was built in 1866 as the college’s first permanent building. The
picture on the left was contributed by the Darrell W. Krueger Library.
MCKENNA SCHERER
features reporter
mckenna.scherer@winona.edu

W

ith students settled into
Winona State University
for the fall semester of 2019,
The Winonan takes a look at the
last 100 years of change that the
campus has endured.
Winona State was the first
“normal school” – a teachers’
college – to be opened on the west
side of the Mississippi River and
first in the state of Minnesota. It
opened with 20 students and had
one program: a 2-year teaching
program. The first building opened
in 1860 as part of the Winona
Normal School.
In October of 1866, College
Hall – now known as Somsen Hall
– began construction as the first
permanent building of the school.
That same year, Ogden Hall was
created as the second building for

the Winona State Normal School,
housing the library, gymnasium
and kindergarten classrooms, but
was partially burned down in a fire
in 1922.
After the school had evolved
from the Winona State Normal
School to the Winona Teachers
College in 1921, beginning their
four-year bachelor’s degree
program, Winona State was hit
with a massive fire in 1922.
Russ Dennison, Archives
Librarian at Winona State,
described the fire.
“The fire department alerted
them and said, ‘get the men and
boys on the roof with buckets,’ and
they went up there with buckets,
dousing the fire,” Dennison said.
“Otherwise, it would have been
like the Great Chicago Fire.”
The 100th year of The Winonan
falls just short of the 100-year
mark since the blaze of 1922.

The fire demolished “Old Main”
– Main Hall, the building where
college classes were held – and
the roof of Ogden Hall. Two-thirds
of the books in the library were
destroyed along with irreplaceable
class memorials and museum
collections.
No lives were lost during the
fire, although the cause was
never found. Classes were almost
immediately resumed as the
students at the school and the
community in Winona banded
together. Classes continued on in
the Methodist Church rooms, the
masonic temple, city library, local
high school and Phelps Hall.
“A part of all of this history
is showing the start of higher
education in the U.S. and how
Winona State has impacted that,”
Dennison said.
College Hall was officially
renamed to Somsen hall in 1937

Volleyball scores two wins at home

BUCK WALLERT
sports reporter
awallert15@winona.edu

and received extensive remodeling
in 1954, housing science classes
and administrative offices. It also
housed the “Smaug,” the social
center for students on campus,
that was frequently smoke-filled –
hence its name – as certain areas
on campus allowed smoking.
“Student Senate actually banned
[smoking], not the faculty,”
Dennison added.
The following year in 1938,
Maxwell Library was created, and
remained the library of the campus
until the Darrell W. Krueger
Library, a $20 million project, was
finished in 1999. The space where
the Maxwell Library once was has
since been remodeled into part of
the Integrated Wellness Center,
which opened in 2010.

Continued on page 2, Campus.

Operation Lifesaver
visits Winona State
KRISTIN KOVALSKY
news reporter
mcswenson15@winona.edu

W

inona State University’s
volleyball team got right
back to business this weekend
handling Bemidji State 3-1 and
routed the University of Minnesota
Crookston 3-0.
With the two wins the Warriors
now sit at 2-2 in the NSIC.
Sophomore Madison Rizner
weighed in on the Warriors quick
turnaround and how the narrow
defeats the previous weekend
affected the team.
Rizner explained how playing
two ranked teams was eye-opening
for them and showed how truly
competitive they were in the
conference.
“Although both resulted in loses
and that’s hard to take coming from
being 8-0, it made us focus on the

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

O

Sophomore middle blocker Madison Rizner spikes the
ball against the Bemidji State Beavers on Friday, Sept. 27
in McCown Gymnasium. The Warriors won back-to-back
games over the weekend, scoring 3-1 against Bemidji and
3-0 against the University of Minnesota Crookston.

little things and like teammate
Hannah said put a fire in our
bellies,” Rizner said.
There were a lot of positive
takeaways from the losses though.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

Rizner said it showed how
close they were to beating these
ranked teams and gave them the
motivation to get better.
Continued on page 7, Volleyball.

peration Lifesaver
Minnesota was on Winona
State University’s campus on
Wednesday, Sept. 25, educating
students about train safety.
Every three hours, a person
or vehicle is hit by a train. The
purpose of Operation Lifesaver
is to educate people about train
and rail safety and to reduce the
number of train-related incidents
per year.
The organization was created
in 1972, and has now become
international.
Sheryl Cummings, executive
director of Operation Lifesaver
Minnesota, is trying to make
people more aware of train safety.
Continued on page 3, Rail Safety.
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Continued from page 1.

Jumping forward nearly thirty
years, Watkins Hall, Gildemeister
Hall and Kryzsko Commons were
all created in the 1960’s.
Kryzsko Commons has
continuously been remodeled
throughout the years, additions
including the Baldwin Lounge in
1975, Jack Kane cafeteria in 1995
and the East Hall and solarium
following in 2006.
Both the Robert A. DuFresne
Performing Arts Center and Minné
Hall opened in the 1970’s, with
Stark Hall being the only addition
in the 1990’s besides the Darrel W.
Krueger Library.
Phelps Hall is one of only 3
original buildings still standing
today. First called the “model
school,” model schools were a
place of teachers’ training and were

Left: Kryzsko Commons prior to the renovations in the 1970s. The building has since been expanded NICOLE GIRGEN
to accommodate the growth in enrollment. Picture on the left contributed by the Darrell W. Krueger photo editor
Library.
ngirgen14@winona.edu

shaped to allow students to practice
teaching classes in front of their
peers. Phelps was once connected
with Howell Hall, which was torn
down in 2009 to make way for
green space and bike racks, after
having been in place since 1956.
The building is now home to mass
communication and psychology.
The city of Winona is known
for its beautiful scenery and

Phelps Hall opened in 1908 as a kindergarten teaching
lab, gymnasium and library. The building was later
renovated and now houses the mass communication and
psychology departments, the gymnasium was converted
into a T.V. studio. Top picture contributed by the Darrell
W. Krueger Library.

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

environment, and that reputation
now extends to Winona State’s
campus as well, although it did
not always. During and after the
1990’s when President Krueger
began a campaign to “beautify the
campus,” as found in the Winona
State University Scrapbook
published by Nancy Peterson and
Rill Reuter, major changes were
made to the aesthetics of campus.
Since then, empty spaces on
campus have been filled with green
space, sidewalks, fountains and
flowerbeds. The antique clock
tower near the center of campus
was a gift from the local Wells
Fargo Bank and the Gazebo a gift
from the classes of 1954, 1958 and
1959.
As of 2003, Winona State
campus is home to every native
tree species in Minnesota.
The history of residence halls at
Winona State is extensive and still
changing as the 2019-20 school
year brought further changes:
Sheehan Hall’s first year as a coed dormitory and the closing of
Prentiss-Lucas Hall.
On-campus housing was first
brought to Winona State in 1910
through the creation of Morey
Hall, 50 years after the school
opened. The next addition came
in 1938 with the opening of Lucas
Hall, with Prentiss Hall following
in 1944. Lucas and Prentiss would
not combine to create the recently
closed Prentiss-Lucas until 1964.
Richards and Conway halls were
created in the 1950’s, with Sheehan
Hall following in 1968. No further
housing was created until 2003
with the East Lake Apartments and
the 2010 opening of Haake and
Kirkland halls.
Since then, two major projects
have occurred: the Science
Laboratory Center (SLC), a $30

million project in 2004 that now
connects Pasteur and Stark Hall,
and the Integrated Wellness Center
(IWC).
The last 100 years of The
Winonan have seen monumental
change, both to the world moving
around Winona State and to the
physical campus. Millions of
dollars have been funneled into
adding and remodeling new
buildings, and changes will only
continue as the needs of students
vary and grow.
With a mission to “enhance the
intellectual, social, cultural and
economic vitality of the people
and communities we serve,” as
found in the university’s statement
and promise, Winona State has
historically made strides to make
sure the campus amenities served
that mission.
Dennison mentioned the
Integrated Wellness Center and
East Lake Apartments were
somewhat different projects than
the others over the last 100 years.
Both buildings, while having
necessary features to a modern
college campus, are mostly
additional perks created to keep up
with what other universities offer.
After rebuilding and growing
since the 1922 fire from a
3-building, 3-dorm school with 20
students and no athletic field, to a
DII University with 23 buildings,
over 80 programs and nearly 9,000
students, Winona State University
has done its fair share of change in
100 years.

MCKENNA SCHERER
features reporter
mckenna.scherer@winona.edu
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Rail safety returns to Winona State
Page 3

McKnight Ceramics returns to campus
Page 4

Rail
Safety
Continued from page 1.

“It’s the mindset that we’re really
trying to change, you know the
train can come at any time and it
can come more quickly than we
expect it to come. It’s an optical
illusion down the tracks, it looks
like it is farther away and moving
slower than it really is,” Cummings
said.
There are precautions to take
to ensure that you are being safe
around train tracks.
“Avoid distractions if at all
possible, always have at least
one earbud out so that you can be
aware of your surroundings. Don’t
get distracted by your phone, don’t
be distracted by friends in the
vehicle and always making sure
you’re watching for trains when
you’re approaching the tracks,”
Cummings said.
Operation Lifesaver is made up
of authorized volunteers, and those
volunteers educate students of all
levels about rail safety.
Jeanine Black, authorized

Cheryl Cummings, the head of Minnesota operations, promotes rail safety during the
“Operation Life Saver Minnesota” event outside of Kryzsko Commons on Wednesday,
Sept. 25.

volunteer for Operation Lifesaver
Minnesota, worked in the rail and
transit industry for 20 years before
becoming a volunteer.
“While I was working, I didn’t

have time to do this volunteer
work. Now that I’m in Winona,
I have time. I volunteer because
I feel that I’m doing good by
educating people to help save

MOHAMMED ISLAM
photographer
mohammed.islam@go.winona.edu

lives,” Black said.
KRISTIN KOVALSKY
news reporter
kkovalsky16@winona.edu

SECURITY INCIDENTS
Monday,
September 23

Tuesday,
September 24

Wednesday,
September 25

Thursday,
September 26

Friday,
September 27

Saturday,
September 28

Sunday,
September 29

Unknown

A parked car was
damaged in the Winona State parking lot
near Stark Hall. The
incident was referred
to and closed by the
Winona Police Department.

No Incident

No Incident

No Incident

No Incident

No Incident

No Incident
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McKnight Ceramics continues for over 10 years
MORGAN REDDEKOPP
copy editor
mreddekopp16@winona.edu

W

atkins Gallery, located on
the Winona State University
campus, is currently hosting its annual McKnight Ceramics Exhibition. Winona State has hosted this
exhibition for over 10 years.
The exhibition opened Sept. 18,
and will remain open until Oct. 4.
On Wednesday, Sept. 25, there
was an artist talk and reception in
Watkins Hall. Artist Brett Freund
came to Winona State from Minneapolis to talk about his work.
Freund is one of six artists
featured in this year’s McKnight
Ceramics Exhibition. Other featured artists include Donovan
Palmquist (Minnesota), Derek Au
(New York), Linda Cordell (Pennsylvania), Ian Meares (Arkansas)
and Bryan Czibesz (New York).
Each of the featured artists received a grant from the McKnight
Foundation in the last couple years.
Freund and Palmquist, both
residents of Minnesota, received
the McKnight Artist Fellowship
for Ceramic Artists. The other four
artists received McKnight Artist
Residency for Ceramic Artists in
2017, which allowed them to come
make art in Minnesota.
The pamphlets outside the exhibition explain the McKnight Artist
grants further.
“The programs provide two
forms of direct financial support
to ceramic artists: two fellowships
are awarded annually to outstanding mid-career Minnesota ceramic
artists, [and] four residency awards
are granted each year to artists
from outside Minnesota for a
three-month stay at Northern Clay
Center,” the pamphlet states.
Breund elaborated, saying resi-

McKnight Ceramics Exhibition is currently taking place in Watkins Gallery until Oct. 4.
The exhibition featured work from six artists who have previously received a grant from the
McKnight foundation.

dents of Minnesota solely received
money, and out-of-state artists
received their grant to come to the
Clay Center in Minnesota.
“Minnesota is a great state for
grants and opportunities for artists,” Breund said.
Jennifer Lovejoy, an art student
at Winona State, attended Breund’s
artist talk. She enjoyed Breund’s
use of slideshow and said he was
both humorous and informative.
“I liked how he got into so
much detail. It was interesting to
hear him discuss his influences,”
Lovejoy said. “Through his slides,

Horoscopes

it was possible to see how a fascination with graffiti evolved and
became a part of his current work.
He also discussed work by other
artists and how their work influenced his.”
Breund said he enjoyed the
community he experienced through
the McKnight Artist Fellowship for
Ceramic Artists.
“The nicest thing about the McKnight Program is that you don’t
have to go through it yourself,”
Breund said.
Breund was able to make friends
with the other artists that helped

Week of October 2

MORGAN REDDEKOPP
copy editor
mreddekopp16@winona.edu

him through the program. He said
the staff was also a major part of
his success.
After the artist talk, Breund
joined students and faculty in
attending a reception located just
outside the exhibition.
The McKnight Ceramics Exhibition will remain at Winona State in
Watkins Gallery until Oct. 4. It is a
travelling exhibition and will move
on after it’s stay in Winona.

By: Shannon Galliart

Libra (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Try to pay attention to your
surroundings. A looming problem
may be approaching today.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Today will be very calm and serene
for you. Try to spread the same
energy.

Aries (March 21 to April 19)
Spend quality time with your
friends and family today. It will
bring you great joy.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22)
Give others a fair chance today.
Someone may be trying to reach
out to you.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Take a quiet moment for yourself
today. It’ll help you in your work.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
You’ve earned recognition for a
project today. Be glad!

Taurus (April 20 to May 20)
Be patient today. Better times are
coming.

Leo (July 23 to Aug. 22)
You’re in your element today.
Nothing can bring you down.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
You’ve got the magic touch today.
Use this to help others.

Pisces (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Be aware of your actions today.
Try not to offend anyone.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20)
Make a new friend today. This will
benefit you in the future.

Virgo (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
A little emotional distance may
be necessary today. Keep your
emotional guard up and don’t let
anyone hurt your feelings.

Meet the news staff...

Kelly Johnson
News reporter

Kristin Kovalsky
News reporter

Morgan Reddekopp
Copy editor
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Warriors host preliminary talent show
Page 5

“Tall Girl” Netflix original film review
Page 6

Warriors showcase talent in performance
KELLEN BRANDT
features reporter
kbrandt16@winona.edu

W

inona State University is
a place students can not
only learn, but also show off their
talent.
In preparation for the annual
Winona’s Got Talent, the
homecoming committee is trying
something new this year: a
preliminary show.
In the past, the talent show
was only one night and anyone
who signed up for the show was
able to perform the first night
of homecoming, along with
coronation.
This year, there was a
preliminary show on Sunday, Sept.
29, where individuals and a group
performed, and the crowd got to
vote for their top three favorites to
move onto the final show.
For the preliminary show, three
groups did not show up, so the two
individuals and the one group all
got to move to the final show.
The first performance that
is moving onto the final show
includes Brianna Stenvick, a junior
majoring in early childhood and
elementary education, who will
sing in English and Japanese.
Stenvick considers herself
an “anime nerd” and had been
wanting to perform this song for a
while since it is her favorite.
The second performance is Dasia
Maifea-Phomasamouth, a firstyear student majoring in nursing,
and will be singing. MaifeaPhomasamouth has been singing
since she was five and loves it.

Festival
Continued from page 1

The night began with riddles,
“beer” pong, a dice and chopsticks
game, Chinese character drawing
and a table on Chinese tea culture,
complete with samples.
“The pong game tied the
American students to the
experience,” Wang said.
As the night progressed, singing
and dancing performances
accompanied the authentic eightentrée, one dessert cuisine that was
served.
The club’s advisors, Pingping
Zhang and Weidong Zhang, said
the Chinese Student Society (CSS)
worked especially hard this year to
showcase diversity.
Pingping Zhang involved herself
with the club because she wanted

Seniors Emalee Smith and Kimberly Olson sing Colbie Caillat’s “Brighter Than The Sun” while
Olson accompanies on ukulele at Winona State’s Got Talent Preliminary Show on Sunday, Sept. 29.

KRISTEN CARRIE
photographer
kcarrie12@winona.edu

The final performance is the
duo of Emalee Smith, a senior
elementary education major,
singing and playing ukulele;
and Kimberly Olson, a senior
movement science major, will be
singing.
Smith took a class over the
summer where she had to learn
to play the ukulele, and has been
playing ever since. Olson has been
singing since she can remember.
The show was hosted by Megan
Weilandt, parade chair for the
homecoming committee and senior
majoring in mass communicationadvertising.
Throughout the show, Weilandt
announced the performers and
what kind of performance they
were going to do, along with
announcing other events the
committee is putting on during the
week of homecoming.
Drew Borucki, talent show chair

and senior criminal justice and
psychology major, explained the
change for this year’s show.
“The talent show is always run
with coronation so now that we
will have less a,cts at the show,
we can do more with coronation,”
Borucki said. “It will let us ask
more questions and spend more
time with the court than we have
been able to do in the past.”
Not only does the talent show
benefit the homecoming court,
but also benefits the students
performing and students who want
to watch.
“In years past people come to
just the homecoming committee
to audition for the show but we
realized that there’s just so much
great talent that we wanted to
be able to show everyone and
not just have to pick a couple of
groups for everyone to see but now
anyone who wants can see all the

talent Winona State has to offer,”
Borucki said.
The talent show does more than
just show off talents, it brings all
of Winona State together to watch
and support one another.
Mackenzie Churchward, student
chair of Homecoming and senior
majoring in nursing, explained the
importance of the talent show.
“It gives students a way to show
their school spirit and a place to
show off some talents because
on a normal day you’re not going
to want to just go and perform
in front of everyone, but if it’s
for homecoming week and the
talent show then people are more
willing to get up and perform,”
Churchward said.
The talent show kicks off
Homecoming on Sunday Oct. 6
at 7 p.m. in the Harriet Johnson
auditorium starting the festivities
for the week.

to work with international students.
“When I first started, I was aware
that the club was fairly inactive. I
wanted to take initiative to help it
thrive,” Pingping Zhang said.
Since then, Pingping Zhang has
worked closely with the club to
promote ideas of diversity and
oversee the club as they prepare
for events like the moon festival.
For Zhang, there is room for all
those who want to find diversity on
campus, and it depends on where
people look for involvement.
Events like the moon festival
encouraged non-Chinese students
to explore different cultures and
create a big family atmosphere.
Pingping Zhang said lots of
changes were made in the structure
of the festival, like beginning
with games, and that she looked
forward to seeing the member’s
hard work unfold.
Weidong Zhang shared his

anticipations for the moon festival.
“It’s a time to get together and
feel at home. It also helps bring
new cultures to the community and
celebrate,” Weidong Zhang said.
The festival concluded with a
party led by a DJ who specialized
in electronic dance music.
Because the advisors attend the
event with multiple roles, Pingping
Zhang had a last thought about
the importance of attendance at

cultural events.
“Events like these help the
attendees learn different cultures,
share in different experiences, and
help every student on campus grow
by seeing not only differences but
also our commonalities,” Pingping
Zhang said.
HANNAH HIPPENSTEEL
features reporter
hhippensteel16@winona.edu

THIS WEEK IN WINONA
Wednesday,
October 2

Thursday,
October 3

Stuff Yourself With
Pride - Homecoming
Spirit Week
11 a.m. - SLC 120 or
Gazebo
mlchurchward15@
winona.edu

Friday,
October 4

Saturday,
October 5

Sunday,
October 6

Monday,
October 7

Tuesday,
October 8

John S. Lucas Great House of
Careers, Conflicts
Reading River Series- Representatives: Mini and Calling Film
Crystal Spring
Session
Series
Gibbins

Homecoming
Coronation and Talent Show

Paws and Destress:
Aiden the Therapy
Dogf

University
Improvement Day

5 - 6:30 p.m. -Krueger
Library

8 - 11 a.m. - Winona
Bandshell

7 p.m. - Stark Hall
103

7: 30 p.m. - Harriet
Johnson Auditorium

4 - 5 p.m. - IWC
Relaxation Room 267

University Closed

jarmstrong@winona.
edu

(507) 457-5024

pjohnson@winona.edu mlchurchward15@
winona.edu

lbrzezinski@winona.
edu

AcademicAffairs@
winona.edu

6

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2019

THE WINONAN

LIFE

Netflix original film in review: “Tall Girl”
MADELINE PETERSON
film reviewer
majpeterson15@winona.edu

I

f you are looking for a good,
heartfelt film that you can watch
on Netflix, look up “Tall Girl”
directed by Nzingha Stewart. This
film is about a high school girl
who is 6’1 and made fun of due to
her height. The film showcases an
insecurity that many young girls
and women have, but it doesn’t end
there.
This film is unlike any high
school film I have ever seen, in
which the protagonist already
has a guy madly in love with her
at the start of the film. However,
the film presents the insecurity as
her hold up; she needs someone
taller than her. She keeps herself
in this worm hole until a gorgeous
Swedish foreign exchange student
comes into her life and changes
everything.
With an all-star cast including
Angela Kinsey (The Office) and
Sabrina Carpenter (The Hate U

likely to become pianists because
of their larger hands and it comes
full circle that she would learn to
play piano because her dad plays.
Even though this romantic
comedy focuses on first loves,
the importance of family is still a
huge part of the plot. Carpenter’s
character is a pageant queen, but
The Winonan’s film reporter rates “Tall Girl” 4/5
that doesn’t make her an evil sister.
Her experience allows her to help
Jodi become a new woman and
need her skills of being in pageants
Give) as supporting characters, this staged and stereotypical is how
and knowing how to be pretty not
film will be nothing you’ve seen
the film represents Swedish
for her own gain, but for her sister
before.
people. The audience is told that
to use in her search for love.
Even the music was phenomenal, all Swedes are tall, blonde and
Overall, this is a great film,
including songs from artists like
beautiful. However, it depends on
Rob Base and DJ EZ Rock, Katy
the person. The film makes it seem and definitely not as cheesy as I
thought it would be. Not many
Perry, Post Malone, and Taylor
that Sweden is filled with blonde
other films focus on tallness as an
Swift. With great music came a
models and if you don’t look like
ugly trait. However, this film used
great message to its audience.
that, you aren’t Swedish.
Even though Jodi, played by
The film also includes a beautiful it in a way that this might be her
Ava Michelle, was insecure in her
bond between father and daughter. insecurity, but that doesn’t mean
she can’t be beautiful.
own skin for most of the film, the
Even though throughout most of
I give this film a 4/5.
audience still saw glimpses of her
the film Jodi and her father struggle
confidence and independence when to connect, they still connect on
she breaks normal standards of
one thing, music. The piano and
dating.
Jodi’s large hands embody who she
The only thing that felt a little
is. She states that men are more

Way back Winonan: On this day in 1969
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Football falls short in Mankato
Page 8

E-sports smashes into Winona
Page 8

Volleyball Golf scores home win over Viterbo

Continued from page 1.

“We competed at a high level
and fell short to minuscule errors,”
Rizner said. “These things are
easily fixable through practice and
team play. This also motivates us
to keep on track with our team
goals.”
She said she believed they were
at mid-season form, but not at their
full potential.
“We have put so much hard work
and effort into practice and the
gym, that I feel confident in saying
that we have not showed our best
volleyball yet, and I’m anxious to
see where that takes us,” Rizner
said.
It may not have been their best
game, but it sure was enough to
get the job done, as things got off
to a hot start for this team winning
the first two sets on Friday against
Bemidji, 25-19 and 25-13.
After falling in the third set 1925, the Warriors battled 25-23 to
wrap things up in the fourth set.
In the overall series, the Warriors
have won 14 of the 15 matchups,
with the only loss coming back in
2009.
On to Saturday, the Warriors
started off strong and never looked
back against Crookston, winning
25-14, 25-12, and 25-22.
The Warriors have won 11 of
the 12 matches against Crookston,
with the only loss coming back in
2013.
These were the first two home
games of the season, and Rizner
and the team are excited about
finally not having to travel.
“Traveling three weeks in-arow is mentally and physically
challenging, and adding on to
the stress of traveling, is missing
numerous classes every week,”
Rizner said.
The Warriors now sit at 10-2
and are prepared for more
ranked match ups against No. 19
University of Sioux Falls on Oct.
4, and No. 9 Southwest Minnesota
State University on Oct. 5.
Both of these matchups are back
on the road before the Warriors
will have a home stand stretching
from Oct. 11-15.
“We have been working hard
all week in practice to perform at
a level that fans haven’t seen in
previous years before. Our fans
should expect a high intensity
vocalized games that makes them
proud to be Warriors,” Rizner said.
AUSTIN WALLERT
volleyball reporter
awallert15@winona.edu

Sophomore Ally Loiselle watches for her ball during a duel against Viterbo University on Sunday,
Sept. 29 at the Bridges Golf Course in Winona. The Warriors won with a team score of 321-334.
MAURICE HUDSON
sports reporter
mhudson16@winona.edu

W

inona State University’s
women’s golf team hosted
and won the Warrior/V-Hawk
Duel on Sunday afternoon at
The Bridges Golf Course against
Viterbo University.
First-year Toni Baldwin talked
briefly on what the team’s
expectations were going into the
duel with Viterbo.
“Our team goal is to just
play to the best of our abilities,
and to really have fun and be
relaxed while we play.” Baldwin
said, “Everyone on this team is
hardworking and capable so I
know we can go low.”
Baldwin’s playing did not
disappoint.
Winona State defeated Viterbo by

a team score of 321-334.
Sophomore Alexis Bell led
Winona and the event with a score
of 76, which was a new collegiate
career-low.
Bell led all players with 11 pars
on the day and tied for the lead
with a pair of birdies.
Sophomore Savana Anderson
tied with Viterbo’s Madison Zloto
for third-place overall with a round
of 80.
Anderson totaled 10 pars and tied
for the lead on par 3 holes.
Sophomore Bree Downie tied
for fifth with a round of 82 and
first-year Jessica Smith placed
seventh overall with a round of 83
to complete the team score.
Playing as individuals,
sophomores Ally Loiselle (85) and
Lina Jang (89) also finished inside
the top-10 by placing eighth and

NICOLE GIRGEN
photo editor
ngirgen14@winona.edu

ninth, respectively.
Coach Jeff Straight touched on
how the event was great exposure
for the team.
“The Duel Sunday with Viterbo
was a fun event against a very
good NAIA school that was well
coached,” Straight said. “It was a
good way for both teams to play
all players on the roster to see how
they’d perform in competition, and
not having to travel is a big bonus
for our team as we have a few long
road trips upcoming to Missouri
and Arkansas.”
The Warriors will have the
Midwest Classic on their agenda in
Warrensburg, Missouri Oct. 7-8.

Soccer captures second win
MADELYN SWENSON
news editor
mcswenson15@winona.edu

A

fter losing their last two
conference games, Winona
State University women’s soccer
team pulled out a win on Friday,
Sept. 27, against the University of
Minnesota Crookston.
The team was unable to keep
the momentum going though, also
playing Bemidji State University
on Sunday, Sept. 29 and losing 0-1.
The final score of the Crookston
game was 3-1.
First-year midfielder Jaida Wiege
scored the first goal of the game
within 17 minutes. With fellow
first-year Bailey Deininger and
junior Ashley Hewitt scoring the
other two goals in the second half.

In this game, the team was the
top shooter with a total of 12 shots
on goal. Their highest shot on goal
conference game so far.
Winona State first played
Bemidji State on Sept. 5, when
they lost 1-2. This game was not
part of the conference.
The game on Sunday, Sept. 29,
was no different, as they lost again
by one point.
Just like the first game, the teams
were evenly matched when looking
at the stats on the game.
However, Bemidji State was not
able to score their only goal until
the second half of the game.
With only two wins under their
belt, Winona State will look to
bounce back in this weekend’s
games against Northern State
University and Minnesota State

University Moorhead.
The Warriors also have a
few positives heading into the
weekend, such as the fact they will
be returning home after a week
away and, they will have good
history against Moorhead, winning
their last eight matchups.
The action will kick off Friday,
Oct. 4 at 5 p.m., and the Warriors
will close out the weekend on
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 1 p.m.

SPORTS THIS WEEK
Wednesday,
October 2

NO EVENTS THIS
DAY

Thursday,
October 3

NO EVENTS THIS
DAY

Friday,
October 4

Saturday,
October 5

Sunday,
October 6

Monday,
October 7

Tuesday,
October 8

Soccer - 3 p.m.
vs. Northern State
University

Football - 1 p.m.
at Minnesota
State University
Moorhead

Soccer - 1 p.m.
vs. Minnesota
State University
Moorhead

Men’s Golf
at Fairfield Inn
Invitaitional

Men’s Golf
at Fairfield Inn
Invitaitional

Tennis - 6:30 p.m.
at University of
Wisconsin-Eau
Clarie

Volleyball - 2 p.m.
vs. Southwest
Minnesota State
University

Volleyball - 7 p.m.
vs. University of
Sioux Falls

Women’s Golf
Women’s Golf
at Midwest Classic
at Midwest Classic
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E-Sports makes presence at Winona
SYDNEY MOHR
features editor
smmohr15@winona.edu

A

new era of competition is
hitting society, but it’s not as
physical as you think.
The E-sports community has
started to boom throughout the past
few years, and it is no surprise it
has found a place here at Winona
State University.
The Super Smash Bros. Club
was officially founded in 2018,
but according to founder and
co-president Nick Austad, the
community has been here for
longer than that.
“Winona State has had an
active group of competitive
Smash Brothers players since
I can remember, Justin and I
started running tournaments our
sophomore year after the person
who used to run them got too
busy to maintain the schedule of
constant meetings,” Austad said.
Every Friday the club meets
together to play Super Smash Bros.
and hang out and get to know
everyone who attends.
“This is a great opportunity to get
some tournament practice in or just
play with all the items on and mess
around,” Austad said. “Whenever
there is a major tournament that
is being streamed online, we also

Club members watch as junior Trevor Firo and first-year NICOLE GIRGEN
Loic Boyogueno play Super Smash Bros. during a club
photo editor
tournament on Saturday, Sept. 28 in the Student Activities ngirgen14@winona.edu
Center.

invite anyone in the club to come
and join our watch party and eat
free pizza to watch pro players.”
E-sports are usually hosted
within multi-player games,
and players can stream their
performance through a few
different streaming platforms, the
most common one being Twitch
for E-sports.
Justin Rogers, the other copresident of the club, discussed
how there was not a certain skill
level that players needed to have to
join the club.
“Smash Bros. is designed to be a

very accessible fighting game, and
we like to run our club to be just as
successful,” Rogers said. “While
it is true that we formed the club
to focus on the competitive side of
Smash Bros., it was also to share
our love of the franchise with the
university.”
The weekly meetings are a time
to practice for the competitive
tournaments that the club hosts 2-3
times a semester.
These tournaments, like the one
they hosted on Saturday, Sept. 28
in the Student Activity Center, are
free to all students.

“While we would love everyone
to come experience the competitive
side of Smash, it’s inevitable that
tournaments tend to scare off
people, which we are always trying
to fix,” Rogers said.
According to the co-presidents,
there is no need for any
background or experience in any
sort of video game to join the club.
The goal is to make it as open and
as welcoming to anyone who is
interested in joining.
The best part about the group,
according to Austad, is the bonding
experience you get between other
players.
“Although there is a competitive
side to the club, a large portion
of our club are people who grew
up playing the game and just love
to duke it out with their favorite
characters and have a good time,”
Austad said.
While e-sports may seem like
a small community, the interest
in the community has grown
immensely over the past few years.
“E-sports is a booming industry
right now and the time is now to
be a part of it. Being a part of an
E-sports community opens a lot of
doors for fun opportunities that are
more welcoming to a broad group
of people,” Austad said.

Winona fails to win on the road again
CHRISTOPHER EDWARDS
sports reporter
christopher.edwards@go.winona.edu

W

inona State University’s
football team took their
second loss of the season in a
defensive game against No. 3
Minnesota State UniversityMankato, 20-6.
From the start, the Winona State
offense could not get anything
going.
The team’s first play from
scrimmage was an interception
from junior quarterback Owen
Burke.
Three plays later, the Mavericks
scored the game’s first touchdown.
The Warriors got a good field
position thanks to a kick return by
junior receiver Jake Balliu.
Winona State capitalize
which helped get them in the red

zone, but Burke threw another
interception.
Both teams would punt before
the Mavericks would march
down the field and score another
touchdown to extend the lead.
Winona State would struggle in
response before finally getting a
field goal late in the first half.
The Mavericks killed Winona
State’s momentum, returning the
ensuing kick-off into Warrior
territory to set up a field goal at the
end of the half making the score
17-3 at half.
To begin the second half, both
defenses would force punts.
The Warriors offense got going
after a 28-yard run by junior
running back Landon Jacobson,
getting them to the Maverick 13.
However, the Warriors could
not find the endzone, so the drive

ended with a field goal making it a
two-possession game.
That’s as close as the game
would get, as the Warriors went
scoreless and gave up a field goal
in the fourth.
The defense had a big fourth
quarter, blocking a field goal and
getting an interception.
Offensively, the Warriors were
held to less than 200 yards and no
touchdowns.
“We just didn’t execute at
times,” Burke said. “I made some
bad throws that hurt our team and I
have to play better in big games.”
The Warriors will stay on the
road next week hoping for better
results after failing to get a win in
their first two road trips.
Despite this, Burke still has
confidence in his team.
“I don’t think the back-to-back

away games really affect us. We
are used to traveling and playing
on the road and we are excited to
bounce back next week.” Burke
said.
The Warriors were led in
receiving by sophomore receiver
Tyler Knutson who had four
catches for 50 yards.
The sophomore feels that he’s
building confidence with his
coaches and Burke.
Moving forward, in the season
he feels as a team “we have a
chance to get in the playoffs.”
Next week the Warriors will
stay on the road against Minnesota
State University-Moorhead.
Kickoff will at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 5.
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